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Le Belaroia

Montpellier, France

FIRM MANUELLE GAUTRAND ARCHITECTURE

TYPE Hospitality + Sport » Hotel Restaurant Wellness/Spa
Residential - Apartment
Transport + Infrastructure - Parking

s D 'BELAROIA’ MEANS JEWELS IN LANGUE D'OC, THE
o OLD LANGUAGE OF THE AERA OF MONTPELLIER, IN
SIZE 100,000 sqft - 300,000 sqft THE SOUTH OF FHANC E

Bpoess RGN IT IS A MIXED-USE PROGRAM WITH A 3* CAMPANILE

HOTEL, A 4* GOLDEN TULIP, 12 LUXURY
APARTMENTS, A RESTAURANT, A WELLNESS
CENTER, AND PARKING.

The site is right opposite Montpellier's central Gare Saint
Roch train station, and the BELAROIA is the first building
you see as you come out of the station. The north
terraces of the station overlook the project.

Its particular position is in fact on the prow of the Nouveau
Saint-Roch development zone, and the first of the zone's
projects to be completed. To characterise this zone, the
city highlighted the importance of a diversity of
programmes, which our team interpreted as a hybrid
project, interweaving two hotels, apariments, a seminar
venue and an independent restaurant.

The small site led us to stack up the functions, literally
one on top of another, sharing some of the vertical
circulation between different elements of the programme.
The complex triangular form of the site led us to design a
continuous volume with a succession of folds that unfurl
along the north and the east facades, topped by a wide
bridge along the south facade.

At the middle of these folds is set a large hollow volume,
orientated to the south and sheltered by the bridge that
overhangs it. This magnificent conch shell-like form is an
extra element, a meeting place for all the users of the
different programmes, a café with a terrace looking out
over the train station, which faces us.
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