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The original museum, designed by
Roland Simounet and opened in 1983,
was a horizontal structure stretching out
lengthways in a lightly undulating park.
The west wing housed the administrative
offices and the east wing the auditorium
and the exhibition rooms. The central
section housed the entrance — a glazed
gallery which gave onto an interior patio,
offering the main breathing space of the
museum. In 2000 the building was listed
as a Historic Monument.
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The donation of a collection of nore tf:a’
3000 works of Art Brut prompted

museum to embark on a modern!
and extension project. The com
was won by Manuelle Gautrand.
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complex and sensitive challeng®

brought together in this project:
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the work of Roland Simouneét, a?
invent a place to house this maQ”' ol

collection. Manuelle Gautrand
want to create an independent @
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large, gorile form, extending from the west
*Ing of the site to the east. From the south
Side, visitors discover the new extension

8t the end of their visit, behind the existing
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he fold in the ground meant that the
“®ntral portion of the structure had to be
ATOW. From both sides of this pintucked
en“e the volume becomes suppler and
mes loose in the form of two fantails
th”\felopmg the existing museum. One, in
® West, is designated for functions other
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8. The pivot roor, looking towards the
existing museum

9. Inside the extension, at the extremity
of a “finger”

10. The extension — interior view
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11. Purple mode of +
12. Cross section
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13. Ground floor plan

14. The extension —
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15-17. The extension —interior view
18. Interior view of the extension’s
“moucharaby”
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