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This project is about a 300 metre-high new-generation tower at La Defense, on the western rim of
Paris. The programme runs to 140,000ni of office space with two restaurants and a rooftop viewing
deck for the general public. The concept we are evolving aims at two things. First, express power in
a high-rise structure that is a communication device without precedent. Second, introduce poetry
by creating a unique building the size of the Eiffel Tower. Structurally, the tower is designed as an
externally exposed skeleton that wraps the office floors in a double-layer mesh of woven metal,
lacquered two-tone white and beige. Both meshes interlace via large circular openings that draw
them together. This structural-skin soars up a thousand feet in graceful formal liberty, set free from
the usual constraints that plague towers. In fact, it resolves itself on different scales: the individual
scale of the offices, which makes them human while opening superb views over the cityscape; and
the overall scale of structural might and outsize dimensions. At the foot of the tower, the interwoven
mesh flares out to form large round openings that gives ground-level space spectacular

monumental presence on the esplanade. Text by MANUELLE GAUTRAND ARCHITECTURE
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Location La Defense District Paris, France Design period 2006 Building
area 140,000ni Project Manager Yves Tougard, Bertrand Colson
Consultants Jacobs France, Terrell Intemational, Arcora, Alto Ingenierie,

Casso, Edeca, Tohier Editor Lee Kyung-eun Editorial Designer PARK Hyun-ji

MANUELLE GAUTRAND Born in 1961, Manuelle Gautrand qualified as an
architect in 1985. After working on several joint projects, she set up her own
practice in 1991, She has taken part in several major presentations and
events, including the intemational consultation in 2001 for the Francois Pinault
Foundation of Contemporary Art, and the Venice Biennial in 2002 and 2004.
She exhibited her sustainable development design studies at ARCHILAB in
Orl'ns, and presented her Paris Docks project at the De Singel gallery in

Antwerp, Belgium
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1 RESTAURANT
2 SKY LoBBY
3 GARDEN

4 LOUNGE / BAR
5 CAFETERIA

6 OFFICE

7 TERRACE




