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(NATIONAL DRAMA CENTER BETHUNE)
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Firstly named “National Drama Center of the Nord Pas de Calais” then “Theater of the
Northern Countries” and finally renamed <La Comedie De Bethune> by Agathe Alexis and
Alain Barsacq who managed it from 1992, this theater distinguishes itself by its location
in the heart of a territory marked by the crisis. Since the 1980s, culture has become a
priority in the development of the Nord Pas de Calais area; <La Comedie De Bethune>
reflected the will of the elected representatives of the department to be equipped with a
National Drama center. Place of reference and artistic excellence where the theater can
express itself in all its forms and reach all audiences, the building contributes strongly to
the attractiveness of the area and represents the most emblematic cultural equipment of
the city. Installed in a marquee with 300 seats in 1992, the theater moved in 1993 in an
old powder magazine, built by Vauban and refurbished into a ‘Studio Theater’ which is still
used nowadays. There was initially a movie theater called ‘The Palace’ built in the 1930s
on the present site of <La Comedie De Bethune>. The facade of the building maintained
by girders, was all that was left when it was demolished in the 1990s. Today, the street
corner house having been demolished, the extension was able to be realized after 16
months of work, partially in occupied site. The agency Manuelle Gautrand Architecture
took this opportunity to put in the current building safety regulations (which have changed
since 15 years)

THE EXTENSION The extension is located on the corner of the plot, on 3 levels: a volume of
high-rise located on the same level as the natural ground, and dedicated to the rehearsal
room; then a level of offices, which links with the existing office floor to the second floor
of the building. The size of the rehearsal room allows relocating the hall on the corner of
the November 11th street and the Avenue Victor Hugo, a provision that already existed
during the competition in 1994. This position has several advantages: it allows to give a
better visibility to the theater and to make the coffee bar more accessible. The coffee bar

091

formerly located under the volume of the room’s floor, could not benefit neither of a direct
entrance from the Avenue Victor Hugo, nor a natural lighting. Now, the construction of the
hall corner connects directly to the coffee, bringing a natural lighting and making it an
animated and welcoming passageway. Above, the administration has a larger and more
functional space thanks to the extending from the second floor of the existing theater.
RESTRUCTURING OF THE EXISTING Many spaces have also been changed within
the existing building. Indeed, since the delivery of the original building 15 years ago,
the safety regulations have evolved considerably. This project therefore involved the
upgrading of the entire building. Several safety regulations were concerned, including
the fire safety regulations and the accessibility to all spaces of the theater for disabled
people. The extension also required the construction of a staircase located on the right
of the future hall and serving on the first floor the upper level of the rehearsal room of
the CNAD (National Academy of the Dramatic Arts) and its additional premises, and the
offices on the second floor. Finally, the building reached the most ambitious thermal
and energy regulations.

THE ROOM ABOVE THE PIT The agency used all these work to complete this room, which
had been left raw during the construction of the original building, into a second rehearsal
room without grid, and smaller than the main rehearsal room, with an access facilitated

by the raising of the staircase of the offices. written by Manuelle Gautrand Architecture

Location Bethune, France Surface 2,082m? Built 2010 ~ 2014 Cost €2,000,000 Stage design BATI-SCENE

KHEPHREN Jean-Paul LAMOUREUX  Fluids engineering & economy HEXA

Structural engi
INGENIERIE  Scheduling & coordination HD PROJECT - Shell RAMERY Facades DITER  Client Artois Communaute

Photograph Luc Boegly Editorial designer Shin Min-Ki Editor Park Ji-ll
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