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Origami, marble-printed street elevation (ph:‘ Manuelle
Gautrand)

Manuelle Gautrand Architecture have completed a 6,000
square metre office building within 200 metres of the Arc de
Triomphe in Paris. Developed for Grecina, the building now
houses the French headquarters of Barclays Capital Bank.

The project involved the demolition of a 1970s office building
with the retention of a four level underground parking lot. The
newly designed area above ground includes 300 workspaces,
luxury offices, a cafeteria and relaxation area, six meeting
rooms, computer rooms, an archive store aswell astwo
courtyards and a roof-top garden/ terrace which has views
over this prestigious location.

The street facade and the rear elevation have been conceived
very differently. The 30 metre main facade is mostly
constructed out of glass. The glazed curtain wall is partialy
covered with a second-skin of glass screen-printed with a
marbling effect. The whole effect is of an undulating,
‘origami’ bas-relief. The rear, however, is much more private
and solid as the elevations are made from in-situ concrete
engraved with a crosspiece pattern and coated with a
holographic glaze.
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View of the rear elevation from one of the courtyards (ph:
Manuelle Gautrand)

Internal view of the second skin on the front elevation (ph:
Manuelle Gautrand)
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