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LES NOUVELLES GALERIES
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Master plan
SATELLITES HOUSING NEW STORES POROUS & PLEATED FACADES
Faced with these very pronounced circular forms, we did not want to dismiss ~ The outer facades of these great circular forms are fully glazed.
them, but rather to embrace them by working on extended volumes that were  Like glass pleats, they echo the concrete pleating that encloses the large rings
also circular. The final perception is not at all one of an existing 1970s building  of the car parks, whose openwork facade structure is formed of curved sec-
with an unrelated extension, but rather one of a unified architecture, com-  tions of precast concrete installed vertically around the rings. The effect is
pletely redesigned and contemporary. almost kinetic, distinguished by a regular vertical rhythm that gives an ele-
The existing car park, in the form of a two-storey ring resting on piles, hasbeen  gance and dynamism to the curving forms.
Model preserved; its curve unifies the entire project, and it was a natural decision to  Inturn, we too have created a vertical rhythm similar to that of the existing car
make use of the space beneath it to install the Nouvelles Galeries entrance  park facades, echoing their almost kinetic dynamic.
mall, as well as most of the public spaces and facilities. Glass was chosen to ensure transparency and light; inset between the upper
From this unifying space, several circular volumes slip in above or beneath the  and lower concrete slabs, the glazed elements create a chiselled sequence of
existing volumes of the circular car parks; they are like delicate, crystalline sat-  folds, alternately transparent and opaque. The envelopes encasing the large
ellites that have reproduced in contact with the rings. glazing panels are in grey anodised aluminium, a shade that is both neutral and
Variable in diameter, they are mostly arranged along the edges of the site in  luminous, creating a subtle play of reflections.
contact with the streets, making the project more visible and more welcoming;
it is no longer the rings of the car park, tucked back at the centre of the site,
that are initially visible, but instead the windows, entrances and cafe terraces
Design process that attract and lure in the public.
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