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PHIVE Civic Center’s tessellated envelope =~ "
combines a roof and facade in one '

24 Jul 2022 + News « By Cerard McCuickin

In Parramatta, 2 suburh of Greater Western Evdney, Australia, the Parizsian-based architecture
firm Manuell

b

autrand Architecture has designed the PHIVE Civic Center. This multipurpose

£ is a new community, cultural, and civic hub, housing a library, exhibition spaces, theCity

of Parramatta's Council Chamber, 2 discovery center, and an “Aboriginal Keeping Place™ for local

1 Detail: The timber-hiybrid and bioghilic
design of UBL Gateway

indigenous ohjscos.
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PHIVE s 15 000-5guare-meter (161, 450 -square-feet ) site is part of the three-hectare (7.4 acra)
n ; pie q F

Parramatta Square redevelopment program. The surrounding buildings are primarily commercial

and retail inmature, with several heritage properties in the ovarall mix. This includes Parramatta
Town Hall, situated adjacent vo PHIVE. Manuelle Gautrand Architecture is refurbi

ing the cown
hall building and connecting it to the civic center via an open ground-floor plan.
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PHIVE"s sloping roof curves towards the esplanade, appearing o almast bend to the sun's course.

Thiz results in a long and slender southern facade tharill

uminates the public square vear-round.
T the morth, the volume "strecches towards the sky, finishing ac the north-eastcornerin a fim,
3 =]

an wrban marker, " says Manuelle Gautrand.
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The civic center's interior spaces are siepped in a terrace-like fashion, ensuring each floor has 2

view of the ezplanade. The PHIVE building stretches parthy aver the town hail’s structure,

embracing Manuzlle Gautrand's intention to integrate the existing town hall within the project —

this cantilevered section houses the offices and mesting rooms of elected officials.
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A fluid extens

room” — hera, Manuelle Cautrand has included visitor services, the council’ s customer services,

on of th nade, PHIVE s ground floor acts as a “vast fover” and "urban living

a cafie, and events spaces. Beneath this floor, there is a shared * super basement™ with an
exhibition—discovery center and an open amphitheater that welcomes visitors arriving by the
basement car park. Bevond the busy ground -floor hub, visivors can ascend to the civic center's
different levels, where spaces are dedicated to solo working, small group work, and meetings.
“The library floors are organized with open flexible lounge and study areas facing the public

square,” says Manuelle Gaurrand. The library's collections sit behind these areas, followed by

=mall enclosed meeting rooms and service facilities.
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* & big amphitheater joins the two main library levels, creating a monumental atrivm in the
middle of the wolume," says the acchitect. On the third level, two large and flexihle communicy

spaces face onto the square. The top level accommaodates the council chambers.
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PHIVE s crowning achievement is its huge tezsellated envelope, 2 design that works as both a roof
ani 2 facade ' The roof takes on a slight curve to the top of the new civic spire, with colors moving
from dark o light, allowing the building to feel like it is reaching into the clowds " says Manuelie
Gautrand. Inspired by the site's =il and native flora, the architect chose to v=e varying shades of
red — itwas important that the civic cenrer enjoved a disrincoive profile. The roof—facade envelop
comprises hundreds of folded panels, each with an inserced window, The clever design affords a
miyriad.of views, protects the building's interior from excessive heat, and provides natral

lighting.

WeEPTe A 1LeN ELON T ED
55 F..p’:-u-n.r Hvie H-‘!l‘-!'!
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PHIVE's de=ign allows for passive thermal comfort control. Manuells Cautrand integrated

operable louwvered glazing, maximizing the wse of natural ventilation. The architect poings out
that the civic center's epire “is alzo a chimney, extracting kot and polluted air via convection
through the building. " In addition, Parramatta City Council operates PHIVE as a carbon-neutral
building. Moreower, the building project included strategies to protect the site’s ecology. For
example, Manuelle Gautrand “kepr and reused the top soil and integraced scormwater filtration
prior oo reconnecting with exiscing sysrems." As a result, PHIVE has achiewved a & star Green Star

1ating.
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