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THE GLOBAL URBAN AFPROACH, THE MAIN GUIDELINES

The city's main central esplanade nuns alongside the site and the Townhall on
the south fecade. Urban planning guidedines required that the esplanade
shauld net be oo significantly shaded' at any time of year: i€ was an ineress-
g guideline that we decided to maximize in our project, We wanted to accen-
tuate the luminasty of the square and its openness to the sky and the sun, all
over the year: and in a way, it was our degarture point in aur conceptual pra-
cess, We worked at sculpting the bulding's wolume to allow for the full daily
path of the sun.

Playing with the sun course was incredibly motivating and fruitful; we felt the
necessity of deeply working with the climate, and of combining our architec-
tural project with a strong urban design that allows the birth of a generous
public space in fromt of cur praject, a fully animated esplanade that can plays
the rode af a new magnet in the middle of the oty.

Mot part of the time, the urban regulation are mone about aligaments and
heaghts, which are directed from the pre-eastence of the other buildings. The
bk with the natural ehements, like the sun, the wind and in a more genaral way
the clirnate is nat the care af the regulation. in ouwr cade, @ was S0 inspiring to
create a project directly connected and interfinked with the site's geography,
with its specific dirmate and orentatien. And from this conceptual departure
paint, aur process was always related to the specific geograpny ard climate in
this west part of the Great Sydnay.

The final volume that we carefully sculpted with the sum course gives the
empression of terally bending to the sun's passage aonoss the shy, resulting in
avast sloping plane that curves down towards the esplanade on one side, giv-
ng along, slerder southern facade,

153

To the north, it stretches towards the :ky,ﬁnil}i'rgnﬂhnnﬁ!h-cm coemerna
fin, an urban markoes, so thin that the sun's rays can pass ight through it

The project is deeply contextual because the highest pomt, the spire, come-
sponds to the east comer of the site where new developments becoene hegher
and higher. Fram the Townhall at the west sade to the new developments an
the east side, our shoped envelop progressively accompanies and links the
whale scale of the district

Scudgting the progect's volurne with the sun course, was also a very sustainable
and human goal: allewing the sun all alang the year 1o @uminate the espla-
natde i 2 generous way to celebrate and emphasize the notion of 'putdic

Spane’,

inside all the floors ane stepped, like termaces one upan the other: each of them
qets a piece af view on the esplanade. it & way 1o give the impress that the
buiding = like a theatre: sach floor is Bee @ balcany on the esplanade, which
bernmes a magnificent urban stage.

With the mtertion of integrating the existing town hall inte the new project,
the new building akso stretches to the west aver the roofline of the town hall
crowring it with a crystalline architecture, and creating spaces in close praximi-
Ty to its municipal functions for new activities for Parmamatta’s elected officials
and community.

This lang section projecting over the raof is where the officials’ offices and
meeting reams ane located
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