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https://urbannext.net/phive--community-center/

Phive Community Cenfter

Parramatta city is located on the west side of Sydney, being part of the Great Sydney as an important business district. The site forms part
of the thres-hectare Parramatta Square redevelopment precinet located at the core of the Parramatta Central Business District.
Development near the site is primarily commercial with a lot of offices and retail. Development to the north comprises of a range of two-
and three-story commercial buildings. To the east is located the recently constructed Westemn Sydney University Campus. To the south-
east 13 the Sydney Water building. which is a high-rise commercial office tower. The renewal of Parramatta Square will deliver a

complete revitalization of this area through development that transforms the area into a community-orientated civic space that injects
zocial, cultural, and economic activity into the heart of the Parramatta CED.
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Main Guidelines
The city’s main central esplanade runs alongside the sitz and the town hall on the south fagade. Urban planning gmdelines required that
the esplanade should not be “too significantly shaded”™ at any time of year: it was 2n interesting guideline that we decided to maximize in

our project. We wanted to accentuate the luminosity of the square and its openness to the sky and the sun, 2ll year round: and in a way, it
was our departure point m our concepiual process. We worked at sculpting the bulding s volume to allow for the full daily path of the
.
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Thea project 1= deaply contextual becanse the hishest pomt, the spire, comresponds to the sast comer of the aite where new developments
bacoms hisher and hisher From the towmn hall at the west side to the new davelopments on the ezst side. our sloped envalope
presraszsivaly accompames and links the whele scals of the district. Seulpting the projact’s velume wath the sun's cowrsa was also 2 very
sustamazble and luman zoal: allowing the sun to illwmimate the ssplanzde throusheout the year 1= a generous way to celebrate and
amphasize the notion of “public space™

Inzida all the floors are stepped, lika terraces one upon the other: each of them gets a piece of view on the esplanade. It 1= 2 way to ghve
the impression that the bnildms 1z hike a theatre: sach floor is like a balcony on the esplanade, which becomres 2 marnificent urban stage.
TWith the intention of interrating the emisting towm hall into the new progect, the new uillding al=o stratches to the west over the roofline
of the town hall, erovming it with a erystalline architacture and creating spaces m close proseimty o 1fs pomecipal imetions for new
activities for Parramatta’s elected officials and commmmity. This long section projecting over the roof 15 where the officials’ offices and
mesting rooms are located.
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A Ground Floor as a Main Stage

The ground floor 1= a vast fover, an “urban lrving room” where vou can find 3 concierge, the vimtor senvices. the coumenl customear
sarvices, 3 lot of open spaces and a cafie, as wall 2= spaces for Inve performances and cultoral actrates. It 1s the flusd confinmty of the
esplanade. with quite the same fimishes. This leval actz like a ganerous platform, where evervbody 1= 1mited to enter and then get the
melmation to contme up. Finally, the mtenior of the sround floor 15 an axten=ion of the square: a sort of wrban fover or wrban hvine
rocne, 3 flexible place to meet, exhibat, and explors. It presents 2= a red cocoon, with pops of vibrant zreen fumture scattered throushout

The sreund floer café achivates the comer of Parramatta Square and the new Civic Lk on the south-sast comer. A largs exchibition-
discovery center is loczted just below the ground floor lobby.

Undemezth this sround level, there iz 3 shared zuper basement, mcluding other exinbetion spaces (for digital experiences) and a largs
open amphitheater that zerves as 3 welcoming space for people commg by car through the basement parkang strocturs.
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The Envelope as a Protective Skin

Arenmd this mulfidizeiplinary program. the desizn 1= infozed with innevrafion and zensivity, Jte triangular shape = precizely soulptead by
the course of the sim In 2 smooth and defarential way, to allow the sum to shine on the square all year around. The roof takes on 2 slight
curve to the fop of the new crac spire, with colors movmg from dark to light, allowing the buildimg to fael like 1t 15 reachimg mfo the
clouds. The color 1= an important alamant in the desizn. 2= it halps improvins the appeal of thiz public bldine. We chozs a range of rad:
an unexpactsd array of powerful and memsorable colors, o stand out arud the neichboring sresn and greyv towers. Thesze colors are
mspired by the sou and the local florz, such as native waratzh bottle brush, and sravillea.

The envelope, wiich 1z both a roof and a fapade, 15 made of himdreds of folded panels that open views succasarcely to the west and the
azst, to the square and the sk, expressing the uniqueness of this public and cultural bmlding: I 15 also a very sustzmazble skin, protectins
from heat while filtering hizht and views, creating 2 poetic atmosphers mternally and toward the exterior of the project.
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A Construction Phasze that Respects Aboriginal Lands
The dezign involved the restoration and reusze of the exizsting heritage town hall building and landsczpe. Construction adherad fo the

Wasta Mimimization and Management Act of 1993, Recoverms resources (mcluding reuse, reprocessing, recyeling, and energy recovery)
was the mam gozl while workang on the Phrve basement and on the toom hall reforbishonent. To managze waste at the site duning
axcavation and constraction works, 2 waste managsment and reuzs plan was developed, allowing for the application of the waste

minimizztion hierarchy principles, which are summed up as avoid, raduce, reuse, recyele, and dispose.

The project zlzo meluded stratesias to protect, support, and rezenerate the site’s scolozy: we kept znd reused the site’s top=oil and we
mtesrated a stormwater filter prior to recommecting with existmg systems, The whele site, Phive, and its facing square have internal and
axtarnal planting zrezs. Thizs helps filter urhan dust from the water that antars the stormwwater system. Ramwater 13 also captured for use

m rmization




